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affairs is chiefly du.- to le.,'nl action taken hy wives. The number of

hushands who seek relief through the courts has remained almost

stationary i ue reas..n fm- this is the more indulgent ear lent to the
pl.-a- of women In masculine .indues. Hut hy far the cause is

the line h. Id ..ot to dissatisfied wives in the form of alimony. In the
ivM'ntv urs ).iie.dinu l'1"' idiniotiy was granted in only 0.2 per

..f divorce en.ses. I'.y liilti. stjitistics show, this rate had risen
!.. .". I per cent., while today the majority of the eases filed by
ttoinen include as a sine .pm mm the alimony provision. So that
divorce is uniiiy an exceeilinjjly profitable venture for women

and an inercasinniv expensive one for the men. Not loiij; imo a

K. no uniiM ii was 'r.-inie- a divorce largely on the ground that she

liit n '1 like ihe hraii.l of lolinceo smoked hy her husband and a

third of iii- - earniiiiis a, allotted Io Inr as alimony. Such oases are
loiitnl not ..iily in Ken., luil in almost every section of the country.

Tin.

Aliiimny, of enur.se, where wives have been cruelly abused or

heart lcsl deserted, is hut poor compensation for the wreckage of

ih. ir liv. s l.y the ui.t ii they mice blindly trusted or iidoleseently
holiewd in. V. i these women, either through pride or despair, sel-

dom seek this kind of relief, and when they do it it is always for
their siil;,-- never for their own. The orand army of

alimoiiN seekers is composed of a contrasting element to
(lies.- in.irt, is of man'.s p. rl'idity, whose immature judgment mis-1....-

iraiisiem .assion for periuaiicul love. The professional aliniony-seek.-- r

is neither immature n..r unsophisticated. Expensive apartment
house nnd first hotels in every tourist resort enjoy the patron-ae- e

of these u idow v hy. brevet , leading existences on the earnings,
of discarded husbands, whom in many eases they married for this
sole ami single purpose. Socially they arc courted, these new

women of plea.int manners and lotinsedizard proponsi-lie- s

No pride nor despair ever hinders them from drawing and
spending rcciilarly the money that liber;i divorce Ihws have added
t.. the nation's unearned increment. They have no hard feelings
lor their discarded husbands, for them it was a well executed busi-

ness d.-a- from stnrt to finish.
V.

In ihe humbler walks of life are other "'widows'' who reall.t
need the alimony, though they, too, through the divorce court were
mil scekini: freedom as much as an assured small income without
ihe inconvenience of the man that marriage attached to it. And
often they have a hard time to secure that pittance. Hut if the
divorced wife has a hard time to collect her monthly alimony, the
divor I husband has a harder time to pay it. Failure to keep up
his payments may lead to criminal prosecution. Marriages that end
in jail run scarcely be said to have been made in heaven. The real
tragedy in this system nf hair-braine- marriage and divoroe lies
in the wrong inflicted on ihe innocent children of these wi-a- or in- -

ii. ller.int parents. Ileal home life and home training the nnwd im-

portant social and religions . factor in the nation 'ft progress can
never, fill the liven of the little one denied the harmonious example
of father and mother living together in a Ond-mad- union. Neither
school teaching nor church teaching can ever fill the gap. The lot
of the orphan, eared for under the mechanical routine of a public
institution, is n"t o hopeless as that of th child whose parent have
passed through the agony of the dioree eolirt.

VI.
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S... we come to the title of this editorial Iiviree, is it an evil!
We maintain that the divor-- court can niuk either for good or for
evil. Tl present trouble i it i running t" fast - it U being given
t.H much gat. The divorc court nee.U regulation Wherrt w the
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iodg" who handles a Urge number of divorce actions ho d' not.
deep d..wj in !' judieuil h.nrt. f alif that he hi granted dee.
re- - whrii he knew that the plaintiff wan ht entitled t a decree
!kitnr-- r are grunt"d Weans., ..ng the law in nuking ap
ideation h been fallowed, it u eiu'oinarj tn graut them. To
many liUl.nds and, in v in-- - i'v .rwi d' not eontest a

di..re action simply hr-'u- tfeey d' plrr Uie notoriety feat at
ta. hr t.i a etiitsfH action A nd thy rartb. te blamed We ho
known f di.re e- a- in b-- we fcd s dovfct tkat th' kikr


